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NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 
No. 1594 Washington, D. C. July 28, 1956 
Farm: Worker Transportation | House Passes Cranberry 


The number of the last IN- 
FORMATION LETTER (July 21) 
was erroneously printed as No. 
1592. It is 2 re- 
eipients of the correct 
their copies so that the number 
of the July 21 issue reads No. 
1593 instead of No. 1592 to 
avoid confusion when back cop- 
ies are used for filing and ref- 
erence. Thus, the July 14 issue 
is No. 1592; the July 21 issue, 
No. 1593; this issue No. 1594, 
as shown correctly a 


FTC Announces Move Against 
Robinson-Patman Violators 


A drive against illegal discrimina- 
tions in prices and services by large 
food stores and their suppliers is 
planned by the Federal Trade Com- 
mission, Chairman John W. Gwynne 
announced July 22. 

The Commission is taking such ac- 
tion, Chairman Gwynne said, in re- 
sponse to complaints from smaller 
retail grocers that their powerful com- 
petitors are both ignoring and circum- 
venting the Robinson-Patman Act. 
The law requires, among other things, 
a supplier to give proportionately 
equal prices and services to all cus- 
tomers. 

“I have directed the staff of the 
Commission to take a hard look at 
promotional allowances and coopera- 
tive advertising payments made by 
food suppliers to the major retail out- 
lets,” Chairman Gwynne said. “This 
includes an investigation of certain 
promotional contracts for services and 
advertising which the buyers initiate 
and submit to their suppliers.” 

The Robinson-Patman Act, he 
pointed out, makes both buyer and 
supplier liable for discriminatory 
practices. 

“What we are after,” he declared, 
“is to put a stop to the illegal pay- 
ment—however disguised—which food 
suppliers offer or are pressured into 
offering their most profitable custom- 
ers when, at the same time, no such 
advantage is given the little fellow.” 


Senate adoption of a conference re- 
port July 25 cleared for the Presi- 
dent’s signature, S. 3391, a bill which 
would provide for the regulation of 
the interstate transportation of mi- 
grant workers. 


This legislation would give the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission au- 
thority to regulate the equipment and 
operation of vehicles of private motor 
carriers transporting migrant farm 
workers. Excluded from the scope of 
the bill, however, are workers trans- 
porting their immediate families, 
workers transported in passenger au- 
tomobiles or station wagons, and ve- 
hicles that transport less than three 
migrant workers. 

The requirements would apply only 
in the case of the interstate or foreign 
transportation of any migrant worker 
for a total distance of more than 75 
miles. Purpose of this legislation is 
to prevent unsafe and overcrowded 
conditions in transporting workers. 


Mobile Pea Viners Observed 


Mid-western members of the Mobile 
Viners Subcommittee of the N.C.A. 
Raw Products Technical Advisory 
Committee recently observed the field 
operation of two experimental mobile 
pea combines, in their program en- 
couraging development of a mobile 
viner acceptable to canners’ needs. 

A combine developed by the Food 
Machinery & Chemical Corporation, 
under cooperative tests with the Green 
Giant Company at Le Sueur, Minn., 
was examined by the group on July 
17. At an informal luncheon and dis- 
cussion which followed a field demon- 
stration, W. D. Tyler, Subcommittee 
Chairman, outlined the function of 
the Subcommittee and offered their 
cooperation in evaluating the machine. 


The mobile viner developed by the 
Frank Hamachek Machine Co. also 
was observed by the Subcommittee on 
the following day. The Hamachek 
viner is under field tests in coopera- 
tion with the committee and The Lar- 
sen Company at Green Bay, Wis. 

Both machinery manufacturers dis- 
played optimism in their progress to- 
wards development of a suitable 
mobile viner. 


Marketing Amendment 


Legislation to authorize pro- 
duction and marketing order 
controls over cranberry canning 
passed the House July 26 under 
suspension of rules procedures. 
The vote, 127 to 58, was the 
bare two-thirds majority re- 
quired to pass a bill by rules 
suspension, under which debate 
is limited to 20 minutes on a 
side. In view of the imminence 
of Congressional adjournment, 
it was not expected that any 
action would be taken on the 
bill in the Senate. The Senate 
Committee on Agriculture had 
not held hearings on the pro- 
posal nor was the transcript of 
the House hearings available in 
printed form. As recently as 
July 18, Senator Allen J. El- 
lender of Louisiana, Chairman 
of the Senate Agriculture Com- 
mittee, wrote the Association 
that his Committee felt the bill 
“should not be reported without 
hearings.” 


Change Made in Minimum 
Poultry Pie Meat Content 


A minimum meat content has been 
established for poultry pies, as a pre- 
requisite to using the inspection mark. 
This is accomplished through an 
amendment to the Regulations-Part 
70, published by the Agricultural 
Marketing Service, in the July 14 
Federal Register. 


The required minimum meat con- 
tent of poultry pies on and after 
September 1, 1956, is as follows: 


(a) 14 percent minimum when pre- 
pa from cooked deboned meat or 
1% ounces of cooked deboned meat 
per 8-ounce pie. 


(b) 25 percent minimum when pre- 
pared of raw deboned poultry meat 
or 2 ounces raw deboned meat per 
8-ounce pie. 


(c) Both percentages shall be ex- 
clusive of any skin, giblets, or fat 
which may be included in the product. 
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Copies of the 1956 membership 
roster of the Old Guard Society have 
been mailed to the 1,077 members of 
that group, which is the social organi- 
zation for veterans of more than 20 
years in the canning and allied in- 
dustries. 

The sole purpose of the Old Guard 
Society is to hold a dinner meeting 
once a year at which time officers are 
elected and pins are awarded to per- 
sons reaching the different member- 
ship categories. Twenty years in the 
industry is indicated by a silver pin, 
30 years by a gold pin, 40 years by 
a gold pin with a ruby in it, and 50 
t. 


Officers for 1956 are Harry A. 
Miller, Burt Machine Co., president; 
H. J. Barnes, Kaysville Canning 
Corp., first vice president; S. B. Cut- 
right, Illinois Canning Co., second 
vice president; John Dingee, Can 
Manufacturers Institute, secretary- 
treasurer; and Ogden 8. Sells of Los 
Angeles, ex officio. 


Tidewater Canners of Virginia 


The Tidewater Canners Association 
of Virginia, Inc., reelected its officers 
recently at the association’s annual 
meeting. They are: 

President—T. D. McGinnes, Vir- 
ginia Seafoods, Inc., Irvington; vice 
president—T. C. Slaughter, T. C. 
Slaughter Co., Reedville; secretary- 
treasurer— Robert A. Harris, Jr., 
Kinsale. 


eral Supplies Section, Procurement 
Division, Supply Service, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., has invited sealed bids 
to furnish the following canned foods: 


dozen — 10 native 
(wild) or cultivated type . 
eral Specifieation Type ler 8 
ose rade C); packed in water; or equi 

or 


Tomato Juice—17,600 No. 10 
complying with Federal JJJ- T- 


Tomato Juice, Disereric content 
f.o.b. origin or destination. due under 


flea 
.o. b. origin or 


pa 3 shall not apply, 
Type Ii, 1 uivalent in No. % cana, 
. o. b. n or nation. Bids due under 
8-25-57 by August 


PLUMS—3,425 dozen 
ing with Federal . 


Pl uus. donen No. 303 cans, 
complying wit! with Federal Specification Z-P-4109b, 
1 2 water, or equivalent in 


2 cans, f. o. b. qrisia or — 
under 8-28-57 by August 


Stocks of Canned Foods on July 1 and Season Shipments 


Reports on canners’ stocks and ship- 
ments of canned apples, applesauce, 
RSP cherries, green and wax beans, 
beets, carrots, corn, pumpkin and 
squash, tomatoes, tomato juice, catsup 


Carry- 
over Case 
month basin 
A Aus. 6/10 

ug. 

July actual 
Green and wax beans........ July actual 
Beete Pec July actual 
Carrots July actual 
ses Aus. actual 
Pumpkin and squash...... July actual 
July actual 
July actual 
July actual 
July actual 


and chili sauce have been issued by 
the N.C.A. Division of Statistics, and 
detailed reports covering the July 1 
stock and shipment situation were 
mailed to packers of these products. 


Total Supply July 1 to July 
1954 1086 1080 1080 
(th ds of cases) 

4,857 4,625 1,203 1.20 3,564 3,305 
15,835 15,001 3,202 2,708 12,683 13,192 
3,253 5,027 125 3.126 4,072 
33,067 30,517 6,171 5.085 27,706 25,432 
9,042 9,680 1,405 “1,540 8.447 8.150 
3,020 2,643 81 300 2.1% 2.43 
41,006 34,530 7,337 3,206 34.500 31,235 
3.146 3,764 308 
28,324 25,442 2,762 0% 25,562 23,080 
33,540 20,080 5,405 %2,012 28,135 27,027 
24,255 25.647 2,680 2,850 21,556 22,707 
2,863 2,831 4% 2.4% 2.71 


® Stocks consist of 1,334,788 actual cases, comprising 002,724 6/10's, 423,858 24/2's and 8,206 cases of 


miscellaneous container sizes. » Carryover from 1055 pack into 1956-57 season. 


Information Letter 
Canned Foods for VA 1956 Acreage of Sweet Corn 
11 The Veterans Administration, Gen- for Canning 


Sweet corn planted for canning in 
1956 totaled 406,018 acres, according 
to a report by the N.C.A. Division 
of Statistics. This compares with the 
857,117 acres reported by the Division 
as planted in 1955. 


The figures are based on actual re- 
ports from all canners known to be 
packing corn in 1956, including esti- 
mates for a few canners not report- 
ing. The report covers only sweet 
corn for canning and does not include 
acreage planted for freezing or other 
processing. 

The Crop Reporting Board of 
USDA on June 30 issued a report 
estimating planted acreage of sweet 
corn for all processing at 479,800 
acres and the planted acreage of sweet 
corn for canning at 415,670 acres, 


The following table shows the 1956 
acreage of sweet corn planted for 


canning by states and varieties, as re- 
ported by the N.C.A. Division of Sta- 


Me., Vt., and N. . 6,619 6,619 
13.175 13.178 

4,041 20.746 24,786 
Pennasylvania........ 2.232 9.10 11,431 


408 7.7160 6.164 
4,22 16,208 20,500 
16,500 43,911 60,480 

e600 3.575 111,610 115,086 
3.70% 80.220 83,033 
Towa and Nebraska... 089 22.382 23,371 
idwestern 
700 6,225 7,024 
West: 
Western gta tes ...... 27,8814 27,884 
36,833 360,185 406,018 


* Del. and Va. „ Ark., Ga., La., Mich., Okla., 
Tenn,, and Texas. *Colo., Idaho, Mont., Ore., 
Utah, Wash., and Wyo. 4 Includes small amount 
of white acreage. 


Canned Baby Food Stocks 


Details of the canned baby food sup- 
ply, stock and shipment situation are 
reported by the N.C.A. Division of 


Statistics as follows: 
1955 1956 
(thousands of dozens) 
Canner stocks, Jan. 1 74,083 77,017 
Pack, Jan.-June............. 4.087 62,0028 
138.770 139,019 
Canner stocks, July 1........ 00.612 56.404 


Canner shipments during June 13,554 12,506 
Canner shipments, Jan.June. 78,158 82,525 


— 
i N due under 5-17-57 by August 20 
10-57 by August 21. 
4 Tomato Juica, dozen 
No. 32 os. cans, complying with Podorat 
May 4, 1956, 
SALMON, Rep on SocKEYE—26,900 dozen No. 1 
e, Type I. or valen 0. cans, 
t .o. b. 2 or destination. Bids due under 
4 8-25-57 by August 22. 
SALMON, Restricted) — 
1 dozen in No. cans, complying 
ot 
. equivalent in No. 1 cans, f. o. b. origin or 
4 nation. Bids due under 8-25-27 by August 22. 
cans, complying w ry 
a or equ 
x in No. I or No. % cans, f.0.b, origin or desti- White Golden Total | 
= nation. Bids due under 5-26-57 by August 22. (acres) (acres) (acres) : 
* TuNA Fun, Diereric (Sodium Restricted)—— Fast: 
Other Easternstates*. 104 7.77 9,456 | 
a heavy sirup; or equivalent in No. 2 and No. | 
* 2%½ cans, f.0.b. origin or destination. Bids due 
under 5-28-57 by August 28. 
| 
| 
4 
— 
| 
4 
Canners'’ Stocks, Season Shipme 
— 
4 
* 
| 


July 28, 1956 


— 


Green Peas for Processing 


Green pea production prospects im- 
proved slightly during the first half 
of July and on July 15, a total of 
528,570 tons for processing was indi- 
cated, according to the Crop Report- 
ing Board of USDA. 

The July 15 indicated yield is 2,226 
pounds per acre. This compares with 
2,095 pounds per acre obtained in 1955 
and the 1945-54 average of 2,040 
pounds of shelled peas per acre. 


Crop prospects continued to im- 
prove through early July in most 
Western states. In many of the im- 
portant North Central states, effects 
of early unfavorable weather have 
been reflected by a slight decline in 
yield prospects since July 1. On 
the Atlantic coast from Maryland 
northward, the late crop showed some 
improvement after July 1. 


10-year 


Maine......... 6,020 8,850 68.060 — 9 
BM, . 24,580 19,520 16,080 — 13 
q . 16,850 14.90 18,00 — 9 
2,610 1,600 980 — 42 
.. 3.840 2,830 2,560 — 10 
. 25,110 40,600 26,280 — 35 
Mich... 5,360 5.610 5,220 — 7 
553 132,520 120,760 119,700 — 8 
Min. 44,380 61,380 51,850 — 16 
Towa. a 3.700 4,560 3,600 — 23 
.. 2.380 5,250 8,400 + 60 
. . . 10,200 12,920 11,000 — 15 
va. 1.730 2.010 2,520 + 25 
Idaho 9.780 14,100 21,600 + 53 
— 3,230 800 1.60 +148 
14,140 9,770 9.240 — 5 
. 64,720 62,130 106,400 + 71 
See 50,820 38,640 80,380 +131 
Cal. ꝗ . 8,560 14,110 20,230 + 43 
Other states. 9,170 6,450 9,070 + 41 


v. Total 94 430,410 455,010 528,570 + 16 


Ark. ‘Kans. Mo., N. J., Okla., 
Tena., W. Va., and Wyo. 


Vegetable Research Meeting 


A meeting of the Special Vegetable 
Projects Subcommittee of the N.C.A. 
Raw Products Technical Advisory 
Committee was held in Chicago on 
July 12. Arrangements and program 
agenda for the pea and bean breed- 
ers meetings at Milwaukee in Novem- 
ber were discussed. Plans for the 
meeting on carrot breeding to be held 
in September at the University of 
Wisconsin as well as tomato breeding 
programs for crack resistance were 
also considered by the group. 


Forthcoming Meetings 


Summer Meeting, Inglewood Coun- 


try Clubs Seattle 


A 18-15—International A Association, 
. 62d Convention, 


Oct. 24-27— Florida Canners Association, Silver 
Anniversary Convention, Hollywood Beach 
Hotel, Hollywood 


Nov. 1—IIlinois Canners Association, Fall 
Meeting, Bismarck Hotel, Chicago 


Nov. 7-8—Wisconsin Canners Association, 62d 
Annual Convention, Schroeder Hotel, Mil- 


Nov. 8-9—Iowa-Nebraska Canners Association, 
nes 


Nov. 12-14—Grocery Manufacturers of Amer- 
fea, Annual Convention, New York 

Nov. 14-16—Indiana Canners Fall 

tion, French Lick Sheraton 


Nov. 18-19—Pennsylvania Canners Association, 
$6 Convention, Yorktowne Hotel, 


Convention, Hotel Carter, 


Grand Ra 


Convention 


18-14—-New York State 


and 
Tist Annual ven- 
tion, Hotel Statler, Buffalo 


Jan. 24-25—Canners of Calitorgio, 
nnual Fruit and V Sam: 
t Hotel, San Francisco 
Jan. 27-80—Northwest Canners ond, 
Annual Convention, M 
Portend Ore 
80-31-—Minnesota Canners 
“Amsociation, 10th Ann Canners and Fld 
Jan. 30-Feb. 1—Pennsylvania Assoel- 
ation, 12th nual 
—8 


An- 
Atlantie City. 


Feb. 12-13—New York 
Freezers Association 
cultural Experiment — Geneva 

Feb. 18-20—NarTiona CANNERS ASSOCIATION 
2 Annual Conven together with 

M. a8. A. and N. F. B. A., Chicago 


The American Weekly 


The “Household Almanac” article 
in the July 8 issue of The American 
Weekly magazine was entitled “Quick 
Meals for One.” Menus and recipes 
given for a week included the use of 
canned foods on most days. 


Food editor Amy Alden, suggested 
that the easy menu plans be followed 
by those living alone or when the fam- 
ily goes vacationing. In the easy-to- 
prepare dishes, canned asparagus, 
chicken, tomato soup, green beans, 

hes, shrimp, baked beans, — 
jenna sausage were used. 

The American Weekly is a popular 
picture magazine distributed with 
many leading metropolitan newspa- 
pers throughout the country. 


New Book on How to Cook 
for Those Who Can’t 


A new approach has been taken in 
the unique recipe book Why Cook? by 
Jesse C. Beesley. The author pro- 
ceeds on the theory that there are a 
great many busy people ha little 
interest in preparing food. In de- 
scribing the book Mr. Beesley says, 
“This is not a cookbook but a collec- 
tion of recipes for people who don’t 
want to take the time and trouble to 
learn. It is a book for everyone who 
likes to eat well and to serve good 
food to friends.” 

The introduction of Why Cook? 
starts out with a discussion of 
ent-day canned foods with a bit of 
history on the development of them. 
There are 218 recipes included in the 
book, and canned products have been 
specified for ingredients 310 times. 
The recipes are for more or less 
sophisticated fare and make use of 
readily available ingredients. At the 
beginning of each chapter the author’s 
remarks make especially good read- 
ing. He has succeeded in making the 
preparation of good food seem an easy 
and light-hearted adventure. 

A fine range of recipes runs the 
sy from appetizers to main course 

There are chapters for a 
tizers, soups, fish, meat, vege 
chicken, cheese, salads, desserts, and 
sandwiches. A final chapter entitled 
“Hints for the Wise and the Unwise” 
inclu advice on minimum cooking 
utensils and equipment required for 
the small kitchen, and pantry shelf 
and freezer suggestions. 

The book is published by the 
Thomas Y. Crowell Company, New 
York, N. Y. Publishing date was 
May 12 and it should be available in 
book stores throughout the country by 
this date. 
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Information Letter 


Status of Legislation 


A ltural trade development— 
H. 11708, to increase the authori- 
zation under P. L. 480 (83d Congress) 
from $1.5 to $8 billion, was reported 
by the House Agriculture Committee 
June 18. A conference report on a 
similar bill S. 3908, was adopted by 
the Senate and House July 25 and 
sent to the President. 

Alaskan fisheries—H. R. 8405, to 
transfer supervision of Alaskan fish 
and game from the Interior Depart- 
ment to the Territorial Government, 
is pending before the House Interior 
Committee. No action scheduled. 
N. C. A. Fishery Products Committee 
recommends opposition. 

Anti-merger legislation—A bill, H. 
R. 9424, which would require pre- 
notification of certain mergers and 
permit preliminary injunctions to re- 
strain mergers, was passed by the 
House April 16 and approved by the 
Senate Judiciary Committee — 26 
with amendments adding a deciara- 
tory judgment provision and HR 1840, 
the Robinson-Patman bill (see below). 

Customs simplification—Senate 
adoption of a conference — —5 7 
25 has cleared for the President H. R. 
6040, a bill to revise the method by 
which the value of imported merchan- 
— is determined for customs evalua- 

on. 

Farm labor housing—H. R. 9600, 
to pone for amortization deductions 
with respect to — facilities for 
agricultural workers, is — 
fore the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee. N. C. A. recommends industry 
support for. 

Farm workers transportation—S. 
8891, providing for ICC regulation 
of interstate transportation of migrant 

ricultural workers was clea for 
the President July 25. NCA sup- 
ported this legislation. (See story 
page 265.) 

FDA chemical additives—Hearings 
on bills to ulate the use of chemical 
additives in food were concluded Feb. 
14, but House Committee has not con- 
sidered subject in executive session. 
N. C. A. supports (see INFORMATION 
Lerrer of Feb. 11, page 125). 

FDA codification—H. R. 6991, to 
revise, codify, and enact into law Title 
21 of the U. 8. Code entitled “Food 
Drugs, and Cosmetics,” was assed 
by the House and is pending before 
the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Revision and Codification. 

FDA imitation food—H. R. 3692, 
to prohibit the interstate —— — 
of any “imitation” of a standardi 
food product, even though the imita- 
tion product is plainly labeled as 
such, is pending before the House 
Interstate Commerce Committee. 


FDA rule-making—H. R. 9547, to 
simplify procedures governing the pre- 


scribing of regulations under the Food 
and D Act, was passed I. 
House July 16. passed by the 

uly 28. 

Fisheries education—S. 2379, au- 
thorizing federal funds for scientific 
and vocational fisheries education, was 
posses by the Senate on May 21. H. R. 

0433, a similar bill, was reported, 
with amendments * the House Mer- 
chant Marine and Fisheries Commit- 
tee June 26. N. C. A. recommends in- 
dustry support for. 

Fisheries policy and program 
3275 providing, te reo zation of 
the Fish and Wildlife Service under 
an Assistant — 11 of the Interior 
for Fisheries and Wildlife, was passed 
by the Senate May 24 and by the 

ouse, with amendments, July 7. Con- 
— report adopted in House July 

Import quotas—H. R. 8954 and other 
bills to establish an ees quota 
mechanism are pending before the 
House Ways and Means Committee. 

Marketing orders—cranberries— 
H. R. 8384, to bring cranberries for 
canning under the orders provisions 
of the Agricultural Marketing Agnes 
ments Act, was passed by the House 
July 26. No action taken by the Sen- 
ate Agriculture Committee on S. 2933. 
NCA opposes. (See story page 265.) 

Marketing orders—potatoes—H. R. 
9484 and S. 3262, to establish a na- 
tional marketing control including po- 
tatoes for canning, were introduced 
Feb. 22. No action scheduled. N. C. A. 
opposes. 

Negotiated procurement—House- 

H. R. 8710 is pending before 

Senate Armed Services Commit- 

tee. No action scheduled. N.C.A. rec- 
ommends industry support for. 

OTC—H. R. 55650, authorizing U. 8. 

rticipation in OTC, was reported by 

ouse Ways and Means Committee, 
with amendments, April 18. 

Poultry inspection —8. 4248, a clean 

bill to provide for the compulsory in- 


spection of try and poultry prod- 

ucts by the = of 12 was 

by Senate Agriculture 

mittee July 18. A similar bill, 

H. R. 10514, was the subject of hear - 

by House iculture subcom- 

m * Poultry and Eggs July 17 
an 


providing for a faith defense 
was passed by the House June 11, and 
added to anti-merger bill, HR 9424, 
by Senate Judiciary Committee July 


Social securi H. R. 7225, extend- 
ing benefits under the federal social 
security program, was pa by the 
House July 19, 1955, and passed, with 
amendments, by the Senate Jul 17. 
1 report adopted in House 

u y 


Statehood—H. R. 2535, to provide 
statehood for Alaska and Hawaii, was 
recommitted to the House Interior and 
Insular Affairs Committee. 


ive leasing—Senate agreement 
July 24 to House amendment to S. 898, 
to limit the authority of the ICC to 
regulate the duration of trip leases 
for carriers of perishable agriculturai 
and fishery 2 sent the bill to 
the Presiden 


Wage-hour coverage — Senate Labor 
Subcommittee held public hearings 
May 8-18 on all measures to extend 
cover under the Fair Labor Stand- 
ards Act. Subcommittee chairman 
transferred from the Labor Commit- 
tee; no further action scheduled. 
House Special subcommittee held open 
hearings July 18 and 19 on measures 
to extend the Act. N.C.A. opposes 
curtailment of existing seasonal ex- 
emptions. 


Waste disposal—The House Ways 
and Means Committee has taken no 
action on a number of bills to allow 
the rapid amortization of waste dis- 
pean! acilities and treatment works. 
. continues to support this legis- 
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